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1 of 1 review helpful A cup of Great Happiness Tea By Glenn J Shea SO THIS ZEN MASTER WALKS INTO A 
BAR Humor in Buddhism is usually chalked up to its contact in China with the Taoist writers Chuang tse especially 
which led to Ch an or Zen and perhaps Zen like Hasidism owes its humor in part to its being iconoclastic in origin a 
revolt against over elaboration and sterile scholasticism The tradition culminate Gibbon Sengai 1750 1837 was known 
for his humor and unorthodox teaching style A Zen master of the Rinzai school he was also one of the most illustrious 
artists Japan has ever produced known throughout the world for his calligraphies and paintings Sengai went through 
years of hard monastery training before being elected abbot of Shofukuji Japan s oldest Zen temple Calligraphy and 
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drawing became his primary modes of teaching and expression Here are one About the Author Daisetsu Teitaro 
Suzuki 1870 ndash 1966 was one of the primary modern interpreters of Zen for the West He is the author of many 
books among them Manual of Zen Buddhism Essays in Zen Buddhism and Zen in Japanese Culture 
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