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1 of 2 review helpful Peter Hershock works hard to explain a complicated subject By Richard L Wright Peter
Hershock works hard to explain a complicated subject Once a person gets used to hiswriting style the reading
understanding works well Among Buddhist traditions Zen has been remarkably successful in garnering and sustaining
interest outside the Buddhist homelands of Asiaand Idquo zen rdquo is now part of the global cultural lexicon This
deeply informed book explores the history of this enduring Japanese tradition mdash from its beginnings as aform of
Buddhist thought and practice imported from Chinato its reinvention in medieval Japan as aforce for religious
political and cultural The history of Zen Buddhism is intricate involving transmissions and exchanges of political
economic and religious institutions among countries of South and East Asia Hershock presents a succinct but
immensely illuminating overview of Zen from
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