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2 of 2 review helpful Advanced Zen and some Zen Shogun history By Sai K Reddy Master Takuan is an extraordinary 
person in many ways To be able to read his famous work on Zen and Swordsmanship and also his life story is a great 
privilege for any one There is also a good overview of the Samurai and Shogun culture of Japan All in all we learn 
about Zen and the politics surrounding it and its impact on an important Zen temp Takuan S ho rsquo s 1573 ndash 
1645 two works on Zen and swordsmanship are among the most straightforward and lively presentations of Zen ever 
written and have enjoyed great popularity in both premodern and modern Japan Although dealing ostensibly with the 
art of the sword Record of Immovable Wisdom and On the Sword Taie are basic guides to Zen ldquo user rsquo s 
manuals rdquo for Zen mind that show one how to manifest it not only in sword play This book provides a rich and 
valuable resource for interpreting the historical background of two translated texts by Takuan Soho 1573 1645 one of 
the leading figures who stressed the underlying connection of the art of swordfighting with Zen Buddhist menta 
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