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The seventeenth century is generally acknowledged as one of the most politically tumultuous but culturally creative 
periods of late imperial Chinese history Scholars have noted the profound effect on and literary responses to the fall of 
the Ming on the male literati elite Also of great interest is the remarkable emergence beginning in the late Ming of 
educated women as readers and more importantly writers Only recently beginning to be explored however are su 
About the Author Beata Grant teaches Chinese literature religion and women gender studies at Washington University 
in St Louis 
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