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1 of 1 review helpful A brief glimpse into the lives of 2 korean nuns By Dhamma I enjoyed this book however brief I 
liked Martine s emphasis on her particular cultural struggles within the confines of monastic life A free spirit 
sometimes at odds with the constrained disciplinary demands of Korean zen She paints quite a different picture than I 
would have imagined The second half of the book written by revered nu In this engagingly written account Martine 
Batchelor relays the challenges a new ordinand faces in adapting to Buddhist monastic life the spicy food the rigorous 
daily schedule the distinctive clothes and undergarments and the cultural misunderstandings inevitable between a 
French woman and her Korean colleagues She reveals as well the genuine pleasures that derive from solitude 
meditative training and communion with the deeply religiouswhom the Buddhists call g Martine Batchelor s account 
of her ten years of study in various monastic institutions throughout Korea many of them served under the most 
eminent teachers of her day makes for fascinating reading A splendid spiritual memoir 
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