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2 of 3 review helpful Sidney Hook Caught between two worlds By whiteelephant Sidney Hook is a uniquely 
fascinating figure in American intellectual history He attempted to serve as a bridge between two fundamentally 
different worlds that he saw as entirely compatible American pragmatist philosophy and revolutionary Marxism On 
paper his ideas make a lot of sense it doesn t take much of an imagination to reconcile John This is a provocative 
elegantly crafted piece of our intellectual history Phelps s rediscovery of Hook s radical philosophy is essential reading 
for anyone who wants to understand the fate of the American left Michael Kazin author of The Populist Persuasion An 
American History Like other famous rebels who eventually came home to patriotism and conservatism Hook s life is 
one of breathtaking intellectual twists and turns He occupied at one time or anothe From Library Journal Sidney Hook 
came to believe that socialism as an economic system had failed in our time because it had neither solved the problem 
of incentive nor found a substitute for the free market to give people what they needed and wanted The failure 
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