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13 of 14 review helpful The next stage of human development By JC This is the best book I have read in a long time 
and by far the most important Mathews writes poetically and I found myself putting the book down after every few 
paragraphs first to catch my breath then to absorb yet another revelation with which I positively resonated often to the 
point of exclaiming out loud and feeling the need to get up and walk a In For Love of Matter Freya Mathews 
challenges basic assumptions of Western science modern philosophy and environmental philosophy arguing that the 
environmental crisis is a symptom of a larger metaphysical crisis Western science rests on the premise that the world 
is an inert backdrop to human presence rather than a communicative presence in its own right one capable of 
dialogical congress with us Mathews explores the transformative effects of a substitution of t The most important thing 
about this book is that it is an attempt to develop in a modern ecological and psychoanalytically sophisticated context a 
new version of very ancient and often now disparaged views of the world The kind of materialist philosophy th 
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