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7 of 7 review helpful Brilliant and Engrossing Makes a Potential Boring Subject Exciting By Jomo K Most readers 
who come to this text are no doubt overly familiar with the more playful spiritual intensity of Japanese Zen whether it 
be through the writings of stoic mountain hermits say Dogen the peripatetic musings of hip flask sake swilling outcasts 
say Santoka Taneda or Ryokan the no nonesense monastic types This work provides a history of the Rinzai Zen 
monastic institution in Medieval Japan Five Mountains is a fine piece of historical writing and one of the richest 
sources now available in English for information on Japan s medieval age Martin Collcutt deserves much praise for 
this book It is an outstanding contribution to the literatur 
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