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revelation Complex systems questions aren t new In fact the Isaac Newton and other Enlightenment era thinkers
worked on many problems we now define under the heading complex systems On the menu of unsolved Newtonian
was the strange behavior of crowds of investors and how inert matter that somehow self organ Why is the world
orderly and how does this order come to be Human beings inhabit a multitude of apparently ordered systems natural
social political economic cognitive and others whose origins and purposes are often obscure In the eighteenth century
older certainties about such orders rooted in either divine providence or the mechanical operations of nature began to
fall away In their place arose a new appreciation for the complexity of things a new re ldquo Wide ranging with
substantial discussions of Bayle Defoe Locke Mandeville Montesquieu Newton Pope Rousseau and Vico among
othersincluding some lesser known figures Recommended rdquo
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