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PHILOSOPHICAL CONCEPTS): 

Eternity is a unique kind of existence that is supposed to belong to the most real being or beings It is an existence that 
is not shaken by the common wear and tear of time Over the two and half millennia history of Western philosophy we 
find various conceptions of eternity yet one sharp distinction between two notions of eternity seems to run throughout 
this long history eternity as timeless existence as opposed to eternity as existence in all The five essays Melamed 
Johns Hopkins has gathered trace concepts of and controversies about eternity as conceived in Platonic medieval 
modern Kantian and analytic philosophy The collection is distinguished by its interdisciplinary approach Each sc 
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